NCRBC Adult Bible Class 15

Title: How the Church is Governed (1)
Purpose: To instruct the hearers as to how the church is governed. 

Introduction

1.
There are two extreme concerning the church that we should guard against. 

a.
First, is that the church is the one that saves. No. It is Christ who saves and not the church (Acts 4:10, 12). Therefore, our trust should not be in the church to save us. Our trust must be in Christ.

b.
Second, is that the church is not really important. No. The church has a very important role to play in the lives of people, and especially Christians. In fact the church is mention over 110 times in the New Testament.

2.
But what is the church? We answered that question last week by considering: 1) The formation of the Church 2) The Biblical usages of the word “Church” 3) The Biblical concept of “Church”. Now we move to consider—How the Church is governed— or the government of the Church.

And let me first outline it for you before we consider each in detail. 1) Jesus Christ, the head of the church, in heaven 2) The Holy Spirit, Christ’s Vicar on earth 3) The Apostles who rules over the churches 4) The New Testament Prophets whose teachings are regulative of the churches 5) Pastors/Teachers in local churches 6) Then helping out the Pastors/Teachers are the Deacons.

I.
JESUS CHRIST, THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH, IN HEAVEN

A.
The Biblical Proof: Col 1: 18; Eph 5: 23 (READ).

B.
The Meaning: 

1.
What does it mean for Christ to be the “Head of the Church”? It primarily means that Christ is the Supreme Ruler of the Church. He is the One who directs and rules the church.

2.
Judges 10:18; 11:8 (READ)

C.
The Implications:

1. Therefore, the church must be subject to Christ— Eph 5:24 (READ). 

2.
Moreover, any teaching and any practice that is not in line with the teachings of Christ must be rejected.

Transition: However, Christ’s bodily presence is no longer here on earth but in heaven. So how does  Christ exercise His role as Head of the church? That leads us to the next point.

II.
THE HOLY SPIRIT, CHRIST’S VICAR ON EARTH 

A.
The Biblical Proof:  John 14:16-18 (READ) 

1.
Context: Christ speaking to the apostles in the upper room and giving them comfort in the light of the fact that He would soon leave them behind. 

2.
The word “another” indicates another of the same kind, not of a different kind. Moreover, it indicates that the Holy Spirit will take the place of Christ. 

3.
So while Christ will be in heaven with His Father, the Holy Spirit will take His place. He is Christ’s Vicar on earth.

B.
Some Biblical Example: And throughout the New Testament, we find the Holy Spirit actively involved in the life and ministry of the church. 

1.
He was the One who infallibly guided and empowered the Apostles in their ministry.

a.
John 14:25-26 (READ) - It would have been impossible for the apostles to remember everything that Christ taught them while He was still on earth. In fact, the apostles failed to understand the meaning and significance of many of the things Jesus said to them. But here Christ makes clear that the work of the Holy Spirit will be to teach them all things and bring to their remembrance all that Christ said to them.

b.
John 16:12-15 (READ) Prior to Christ’s death and exultation, it was impossible for Jesus to unpack all the implications of the truth which He has revealed. The apostles were not prepared for it yet. But here Christ promises that the Spirit will guide the Apostles into the all the implications of the truth which He has revealed. He will be Christ’s vicar.

c.
Eph 2:4-6 (READ) Paul here is not denying that God did make some revelation that the Gentiles will be partakers of the blessing of the gospel—there are too many passages that shows that God did reveal that even in the OLD TESTAMENT. But what Paul is saying is that revelation was not revealed in the way it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets. And how did God reveal it to them? “in” or “through the Holy Spirit.”

d.
Heb 2:1-4 (READ) “us” - the apostles

2.
And not only was the Holy Spirit active in the ministry of the apostles and prophets, but also through the their writings.

a.
Rev 2:1,7; 2:8, 11; 2:12, 17; 2:18, 29; 3:1, 6; 3:7, 13; 3:14, 22 (READ). 

b.
What the Spirit says to one of these churches, is also what He is saying to all the churches in all the ages. We must, therefore, have ears to hear to what the Spirit is saying through the apostolic writings.

3.
And not only was the Holy Spirit active in the ministry of the apostles and prophets and in their writings, but even in the church in general. 

a.
Acts 20:28 (READ) 

b. How? By giving these men the necessary gifts and graces to become overseers, and by guiding the church in identifying who they were.

C.
The Implications: What then are the practical implications of this? 

1.
We see from this study the blasphemy of Rome who claims that the Pope is the vicar of Christ. New York Catechism: “The pope takes the place of Jesus Christ on earth….By divine right the pope has supreme and full power in faith and morals over each and every pastor and his flock. He is the true Vicar of Christ, the head of the entire church, the father and teacher of all Christians.  He is the infallible ruler, the founder of dogmas, the author of and judge of councils; the universal ruler of truth, the arbiter of the world, the supreme judge of heaven and earth, the judge of all, being judged by no one, God himself on earth.”…

2.
The church should never feel insecure that Christ’s bodily presence is no longer here on earth— John 16:7 (READ). 

3. We should ever avoid grieving the Holy Spirit lest His activity and influence will be greatly diminished in the church—Eph 4:30 (READ).

Human Agency: 

1.
1Cor 12:28 (READ). Notice that Paul mentions a hierarchy of three officers that Christ has appointed in the church viewed collectively. Then dropping the numerical sequence, he mentions various gifts Christ has given the church. So here we have three sets of officers – first apostles, second prophets, third teachers. 

2.
We have essentially the same list in Eph 4:11 (READ). The language here indicates that pastors and teachers refer to but one set of officers (note that the word “some” is repeated only four times and it does not precede the word “teachers”). The only difference between the 1Cor 12 and Eph 4 passages, therefore, is the addition of “evangelists”.  

3. But what is an “evangelist”? It is important that we define this word according to how it is used in the Scriptures. Augustine “ He who gives meaning to the words of Scriptures that is not derived from the Scriptures is an enemy of Scriptures.” Aside from its usage in Eph 4:11, the word “evangelist” is used only twice elsewhere in Scriptures. It is used to refer to “Philip the evangelist, one of the seven” (Acts 21:8). Paul also exhorts Timothy to “do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry”(2Tim 4:5). It is clear from Acts that Philip had close ties with the Apostles who were in Jerusalem. And in the case of Timothy, it is clear that he was intimately associated with the Apostle Paul.

But what is the role of an evangelist? 

a.
They were apostolic deleagates who acted as their helps and representatives. Since the apostles had the care of all the churches (2Cor 11:28) and since they could not visit all of them at once, they needed certain men who could help them and act as their representatives 1Cor 4:17; 
2Cor 1:1. 

b.
This explains why the word “evangelists” is not even mentioned in 1Cor 12:28. In a real sense, evangelists were more of helps and extensions of the apostles. In the words of James Bannerman, “They (evangelists) are exhibited to us in the Scripture narrative as the attendants upon the Apostles in their journeys, and their assistants in planting and establishing the Churches, acting under them as their delegates, and carrying out their instructions.” (The Church of Christ: Vol 2: Pg. 235).

Conclusion

1.
In our next study, we will consider in detail the human agency. But thus far we have considered the overall structure and government of the church.

2.
Departure from this structure and government has led to countless evils in the churches of Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Do you believe that it is important that we understand the government of the church? Why?

